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Introduction: System Description 

Provide a description of the system that addresses the following elements: 
The response must be written in plain language and be as comprehensive as necessary to describe the system. 

(a) a general description of the inf()rmation in the system

The U.S. Census Bureau's CENl 1 Demographic Census, Surveys, and Spec;;ial Processing 
System is a system comprised of components that support the Demographic Directorate business 
functions. The component within CENl 1 that contains PII is a Commercial off the Shelf (COTS) 
product used by Census Bureau demographic programs for data access, transformation, 
reporting, and statistical analysis. Some of the demographic data maintained in this system are 
Name, date of birth, telephone number, occupation, military service information (if applicable), 
medical information, financial information etc. 

(b) a description of a typical transaction conducted on the system 

The survey data for demographic programs is collected using a multi-mode approach made up 
of: 

• Face-to-face or telephone induction interviews
• Field Representatives (FR)
• Web-based respondents

The information is collected by using: 

Web-based respondents use a web-based application instrument that resides on the Census 
Bureau network via CEN 15 Centurion. Respondents use their personal computers to access 
Centurion. 

Introduction interviews are collected using electronic instruments - Computer-Assisted Personal 
Interviewing (CAPI) (a CEN05 component). 

Once the information is collected by the instruments, the information is stored in a repository for use. 

(c) any information sharing conducted by the system

There is PII being shared as follows: 

• The Census Bureau provides access to staff at Department of Housing and Urban
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