
INTRODUCTION

PURPOSE
The Department of Commerce’s Departmental Managements Advances and Reimbursements (A&R) account provides a centralized collection source for special services, tasks or costs, and reimbursable agreements.  This handbook is intended to provide the reader with a thorough understanding of activities and programs funded through the A&R account, a description of the service provided, and the basis of charge.  The A&R Handbook was first published and distributed in FY 2001.

The FY 2003 Handbook has been updated as necessary to include clear and accurate descriptions and the basis of charges for each project.  All billing algorithms were reviewed and adjusted as needed to assure an equitable distribution of costs for FY 2003 projects.

This handbook is being sent to the Subcommittee on Commerce, Justice, State, and the Judiciary Committee on Appropriations to fulfill our commitment to provide annually a detailed description of all projects, programs, and activities funded through the A&R account.

ONGOING INITIATIVES
In response to issues raised by Congressional staff and bureaus, Commerce explored options to realign its Departmental Management (DM) accounts.  These accounts include the Working Capital Fund (WCF), the A&R account, and the appropriated Salaries and Expenses (S&E) account.  It was determined that several projects should be moved out of the A&R as the bureaus did not receive any Adirect@ benefit and should not have been charged a share of the cost of these offices.  The FY 2004 Budget Submission includes a transfer from A&R to S&E for White House Liaison, External Affairs, and the Government Performance and Results Act (GPRA) projects.  Should the transfer be approved, these projects will no longer be billed to the bureaus.
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