
OFFICE OF ACQUISITION MANAGEMENT 
 
 
 
The Office of Acquisition Management (OAM) develops, coordinates, and maintains the Department’s 
acquisition policies and procedures.  OAM manages the acquisition over a range of products and services 
from purchase card transactions to complex automated systems such as weather satellites.  The office 
manages DoC's acquisition workforce career development, provides acquisition advice, and establishes 
contracting authority, DoC-wide strategic plans and guidance.  It represents DoC in all external acquisition 
policy matters.  OAM, whose director serves as the DoC's Procurement Executive, directly provides 
acquisition support to OS.  The office delivers, maintains, and approves DoC-wide or bureau-specific 
automated procurement systems and serves as the focal point for the collection and reporting of acquisition 
information.   
 
OAM develops and maintains DoC-wide acquisition management and performance measurement 
programs, evaluates and compares contracting office performance against stated goals and advises the 
Assistant Secretary for Administration on goal achievements.   The eleven project descriptions that follow 
and the Department Organization Order 20-26, governing OAM's responsibilities, provide further insight on 
services provided. 
 
In addition, OAM is responsible for DoC-wide grants management policy and oversight, which includes 
ongoing efforts to create a standardized grants education and certification program, the movement of DoC 
grant-making bureaus to a common management system, and the issuance of all indirect cost rates for 
organizations with DoC as their cognizant federal awarding agency.  OAM’s Director exercises operational 
authority as Grants Officer for designated operating units with financial assistance programs. The Office 
also represents DoC in all external grants management matters by participating in various federal boards 
and committees, contributing directly to the success of projects/initiatives such as Grants.gov and Grants 
Management Line of Business (GMLOB).   
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LIST OF PROJECTS 
 
Commerce Acquisition Solutions (CAS)   0128000  WCF 
Grants Management Division (GMD)   0440000  WCF 
Commerce Acquisition Systems Division (CASD)  0444000  WCF  
Commerce Information Technology (COMMITS) – NexGen  7117000  A&R 
COMMITs Operating Expenses  7116000  A&R 
Grants Indirect Rate Reviews  7147000  A&R 
FAADS/ Consolidated Federal Funds Reports  7921000  A&R  
Acquisition Intern Program      7928000  A&R
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WORKING CAPITAL FUND (WCF) PROJECTS 
  

COMMERCE ACQUISITION SOLUTIONS PROJECT 0128000  
 

Description of Service:  This project provides contracting technical services, including acquisition 
strategies and guidance for the procurement of products and services in support of the Office of 
Secretary (OS), Office of Inspector General (OIG), selected special projects and related 
administrative support.   
 
Basis of Charge:  This billing algorithm consists of two parts.  (1) Costs are billed to designated 
operating units and offices based on the total obligation from 07/01/2009 - through 06/30/2010 
by each office/operating unit.  (2) Costs for procurement services including contract support are 
billed to each office/operating unit based on the total number of procurement actions performed 
for each office/operating unit.   
 

 
GRANTS MANAGEMENT DIVISION PROJECT 0440000  
 

Description of Service:  The Grants Management Division (GMD) provides policy guidance in 
response to government- wide data calls and represents the Department at numerous 
intergovernmental permanent bodies and working groups governing Federal Grants Policy, 
including the Grants Executive Board and the CFO Council Grants Policy Committee.  The 
Grants Policy Officer serves as the liaison between these two intergovernmental groups.  GMD 
serves as the coordinator of information between DoC grant- making bureaus and external 
organizations in the Federal government, with primary responsibility for managing policy through 
the Grants Council and its subordinate groups.  GMD also has lead responsibility for the grants 
elements in required reports to the Congress, White House and other Federal government 
organizations.  In addition, GMD provides policy guidance and support to all Grant-making 
entities within DoC in compliance with the Federal Financial Assistance Improvement Act of 1999 
that improves the effectiveness, efficiency and operational performance of financial assistance 
programs (PL 106-107).  All Federal Register Notices and Federal Funding Opportunity notices 
related to DoC grants programs must be cleared by this office.  Additionally, GMD serves as the 
point of contact for Grants.gov and the departmental grant making units and coordinates the 
submission of reporting data related to DoC grants opportunities to the Grants.gov PMO. GMD 
exercises contract management responsibilities for the review and approval of all indirect cost rate 
proposals submitted to DoC grant making bureaus. 

 
Basis of Charge:   Costs are billed based on actual number of grant transactions being serviced 
from the last two quarters of FY 2009 and the first two quarters of FY 2010, 04/01/2009 – 
03/31/2010 .  
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COMMERCE ACQUISITION SYSTEMS DIVISION (CASD) PROJECT 0444000  
 
Description of Service: CASD provides for strategic planning and initiatives for DoC’s acquisition 
information technology systems to better manage and streamline business processes, enhance 
customer services and increase customer satisfaction.  The project covers information resources 
management in support of the Commerce Business Environment (CBE) initiative, which includes C. 

Request (Requisition System), Commerce Standard Acquisition Reporting System (CSTARS), Obligation and 
Requisition Standard Interface (ORSI), Balanced Scorecard (BSC), Web site, and other electronic 
government initiatives that benefit DoC and the vendor community to reduce acquisition cycle 
time.   
 
This project also covers Acquisition Career Management Program (ACMP).  This program focuses on 
formal training and education for acquisition personnel including series 1102, 1105, and 1106 and 
the Contracting Officer Representatives (COR).  The ACMP resulted from legislation issued to 
improve the professionalism of the Federal Governments Acquisition Workforce.  By planning and 
providing acquisition training DoC-wide, greater cost efficiencies and training opportunities are        
available to DoC’s Acquisition Workforce.    
 

 
Basis of Charge: Costs are billed to designated operating units and offices based on the number of     
C.Request and CSTARS users in each operating unit. 
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ADVANCES & REIMBURSEMENTS (A&R) PROJECTS 
 

 
COMMERCE INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY SOLUTIONS (COMMITS) PROJECT 7116000  
 

Description of Service:  The Commerce Information Technology Solutions (COMMITS) Program 
was a Government-Wide Agency Contract (GWAC) that provides performance-based information 
technology services and solutions.  In FY 08 this GWAC began to close-out any remaining orders 
and no new orders will be issued under this GWAC.  It is planned to be officially closed out by the 
4th quarter of FY 11. 

 
Basis of Charge:  COMMITS is a fee-for-service program.  Operating units and bureaus are not 
charged for costs associated with this program, unless they choose to contract through COMMITS. 

 
 
COMMERCE INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY SOLUTIONS (COMMITS) – NEXT GENERATION 
(NEX GEN) PROJECT 7117000 
 

Description of Service:  The Commerce Information Technology Solutions (COMMITS) – Nex 
Gen Program is a follow-on to the COMMITS Government-Wide Agency Contract (GWAC) that 
provides performance-based information technology services and solutions.  In FY 08 these 
contracts where transferred to GSA, with an exception of about five COMMITS NexGen contracts, 
and all future awards will be managed by GSA.  DOC will continue to manage awards made prior 
to FY08 until the orders are closed-out. 
 

 
Basis of Charge:  COMMITS is a fee-for-service program.  Operating units and bureaus are not 
charged for costs associated with this program, unless they choose to contract through COMMITS. 

 
 
GRANTS INDIRECT COST REVIEWS PROJECT 7147000  
 

Description of Service:  This project supports the evaluation of indirect cost rate proposals received 
from recipients of federal assistance awards, i.e., grantees, for which DoC is cognizant or has 
oversight.  In addition to the review, negotiation, and completion of indirect cost proposals, this 
also includes the review of cost allocation plans and the methodology and principles used in 
pooling indirect costs and establishing a common base for distributing those costs to ensure that 
each federal grant making agency bears its fair share. 

 
Basis of Charge - Manual:  Each bureau will be charged for grants indirect rate reviews conducted 
on recipients funded by that bureau. 
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FAADS/CONSOLIDATED FEDERAL FUNDS REPORT PROJECT 7921000 
 

Description of Service:  Title 31, United States Code, Section 6102a requires quarterly reporting 
to the U.S. Government assistance award information system.  The Director, Office of 
Management and Budget (OMB), has fulfilled this requirement through the Federal Assistance 
Awards Data System (FAADS) and Consolidated Federal Funds Report (CFFR), operated by the 
Census Bureau. 

 
Basis of Charge - Automatic Monthly:  Costs are billed based on actual number of grant 
transactions being serviced from the last two quarters of FY 2009 and the first two quarters of FY 
2010, 04/01/2009 – 03/31/2010 . 

 
ACQUISITION INTERN PROGRAM PROJECT 7928000 
 

Description of Service:  This project was established to serve as the central processing point for the 
reimbursable details of the Acquisition Intern Program to requesting DoC bureaus (CENSUS, 
NIST and NOAA). 

 
Basis of Charge – Manual:  Charges for actual detail costs, including non personnel costs, will be 
billed directly to requesting DoC bureaus.     
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