Fiscal Year 2014 Report on Conferences Sponsored by Department of Commerce

Background

The Department of Commerce is committed, within current budget constraints, to enabling Commerce
employees to participate in official conferences as required to meet the mission to support American
businesses, create jobs and strengthen the economy. Beginning in October 2011, the Department of
Commerce began an in-depth review of conferences and related travel across the Department and
developed a comprehensive process for gaining approval to sponsor, host, or attend conferences. In
June 2014, the Department updated its conference policy to streamline the documentation process and
ensure accountability for being good stewards of taxpayer dollars, while at the same time ensuring that
the policy meets all Office of Management and Budget mandates and federal travel regulations, The
updated policy allows the agencies within Commerce to have more ownership of the processes the
Department has put in place for approving conferences as appropriate.

Conference Activity

Office of Management and Budget Memorandum M-12-12, Promoting Efficient Spending to Support
Agency Operations, requires federal agencies to report publicly on any sponsored conferences for which
net spending exceeded $100,000. In Fiscal Year 2014, the Department of Commerce sponsored four
conferences in excess of $100,000. The total cost to the Department for these four conferences was
$787,304. All conferences held during Fiscal Year 2014 related to accomplishing the Department of
Commerce’s mission to promote job creation, economic growth, and sustainable development to
improve the standards of living for all Americans by working in partnership with business, universities,
and the nation’s workforce.
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