
Fiscal Year 2013 Department of Commerce Conference Spending Report 

 
 
Background 
On September 21, 2011, the Office of Management and Budget (OMB) issued Memorandum M-11-35, 

“Eliminating Excess Conference Spending and Promoting Efficiency in Government.”  That 

memorandum instructed all federal agencies to conduct a thorough review of the policies and controls 

associated with conference-related activities and expenses.  In May 2012, OMB issued Memorandum 

M-12-12, “Promoting Efficient Spending to Support Agency Operations,” which outlined a series of 

new policies and practices for conference sponsorship, hosting and attendance to ensure appropriate use 

of federal funds, and directed the implementation of Deputy Secretary review and approval of 

conferences with net expenditures of $100,000 or more, and Secretarial review and approval for 

conferences with net expenditures in excess of $500,000.  In fiscal year 2013, a provision in the 

Appropriations Act of 2013 (P.L.113-006) established a requirement for the Department of Commerce 

to submit to the Office of Inspector General (OIG) an annual report outlining cost and contracting 

procedures related to Fiscal Year 2013 Departmental conferences for which the government’s costs 

exceeded $100,000.  The Appropriations Act of 2013 additionally requires the head of the department 

holding the conference to notify the Inspector General of the date, location and number of employees 

attending any conference held by the Department within fifteen days of the date of the conference. 

 

DOC Improvements to Conference Management 
The Department of Commerce has enhanced existing conference policy in response to M-11-35, M-12-

12, the Appropriations Act of 2013, and communicated this policy to its bureaus through broad 

dissemination of the written policy.  The policy also provides guidance to bureaus for maintaining 

supporting documentation, planning considerations, and decision justifications, and serves as a reminder 

to travelers to maintain personal documentation per the Federal Travel Regulation (FTR).  The 

Department has provided bureaus with tools to assist with travel estimations, such as travel estimating 

matrices, and is actively promoting the use of the GSA FedRooms Group and Meetings Tool, and 

strongly encourages the use of video-teleconferencing in lieu of in-person events, when appropriate.  

The Department has additionally developed a conferences database to more efficiently track and report 

conferences, and has developed templates for pre-approval packages and cost reporting to create 

uniformity across the Department.   
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Conference Activity and Savings   
In Fiscal Year 2013, the Department of Commerce had 14 conferences with net expenses of 

approximately $2.3 million for all conference activities over $100,000, including attendance at or 

participation in non-Commerce sponsored events.  All conferences attended or hosted during Fiscal Year 

2013 related to accomplishing the Department of Commerce’s mission to promote job creation, 

economic growth, and sustainable development to improve standards of living for all Americans by 

working in partnership with businesses, universities and the nation’s workforce.   
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Conference Title Conference Description Conference Location Start Date Total Attendees Total Net Costs

Census Information Centers 
(CIC)/State Data Centers (SDC) 
Annual Training Conference

The CIC/SDC Annual Training Conference provides training to a network 
of state agencies, universities, libraries, and regional and local 
governments on the content of Census Bureau data products and 
provides technical assistance on access to data products. This conference 
also provides a mechanism for feedback from the network to the Bureau 
on operational issues; data usability; and the data needs of state and 
local governments and communities. The knowledge gained from this 
conference helps our SDC and CIC networks communicate the Census 
Bureau's mission as the leading source of quality data about the nation's 
people, places, and economy. The conference helps them better 
understand the need and uses for Census Bureau data, which helps 
increase survey response rates‐‐resulting in more complete and accurate 
information.

Suitland, MD 10/15/2012 133 $178,114

International Association of 
Judges (IAJ) Meeting

The IAJ met in the United States for the first time and focused on 
intellectual property (IP), also a first.  The USPTO agreed to work with the 
United States Federal Judges Association to facilitate this important 
event by providing the venue, logistical support, and interpretation. 
USPTO did not bear any travel costs for this event.  The meeting brought 
hundreds of judges from throughout the world to study such IP topics as: 
The extent to which specialization of courts and judges affects judicial 
independence; courts’ use of experts or assessors; the criminal 
infringement of copyright and other IP rights, especially through the use 
of the internet; and aspects of IP and competition law in employment 
relationships. This furthered USPTO’s mission to strengthen the 
protection and enforcement of IP in the U.S. and abroad by raising 
awareness and knowledge of intellectual property among the judiciary.

Alexandria, VA 11/10/2012 408 $100,521

American Geophysical Union 
(AGU) Fall Meeting

The event brings together Earth and space scientists in an effort to 
collaboratively advance and communicate science. This is the largest 
scientific conference that includes both physical and biological disciplines 
directly related to virtually all of NOAA's research and operational 
activities.  The world's leading scientists in all of the scientific disciplines 
congregate to focus on presenting scientific findings and exploring 
potential new frontiers of scientific pursuit.

San Francisco, CA 12/3/2012 140 $262,265

Department of Commerce
FY13 Conferences
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Joint Commission on Commerce 
and Trade (JCCT) 2012

The Department of Commerce serves as the co‐chair for the U.S.‐China 
JCCT, a high level dialogue with China that resolves trade concerns to 
support the growth of exports to China and to create jobs for the 
American people.

Washington, DC 12/17/2012 200 $158,736

American Meteorological Society 
(AMS) Annual Meeting

The theme for the 2013 AMS Annual Meeting was “Taking Predictions to 
the Next Level: Expanding Beyond Today's Weather, Water, and Climate 
Forecasting and Projections.”  This theme served as a catalyst for 
focusing the attention of the research, and operational communities on 
the exciting possibilities related to advancing predictive capabilities 
across many disciplines and applications.  The increasing use of 
predictions by decision makers throughout federal, state, and local 
government agencies and private/commercial sectors served as an 
important component for this annual meeting of the weather and 
climate enterprise predictive capabilities to decision and support services

Austin, TX 1/5/2013 114 $211,947

Alaska Marine Science Symposium 
(AMSS)

The Alaska Marine Science Symposium features presentations and 
workshops on a broad spectrum of ocean science including: climate, 
oceanography, lower trophic levels, the benthos, fishes and 
invertebrates, seabirds, marine mammals, local and traditional 
knowledge, and socioeconomic research.  It is critical for NOAA 
employees involved in Alaska marine science to attend this meeting to 
stay knowledgeable about science developments in these disciplines.  
Additionally, this event presents an excellent opportunity for NOAA to 
share and communicate our research and activities in the marine regions 
of Alaska with researchers and students from Alaska, the Pacific 
Northwest, and beyond.

Anchorage, AK 1/21/2013 70 $117,607

Leadership Assessment ‐ Level 1 
(Emerging Leaders)

Training for Economic Development Administration (EDA) Senior Leaders 
hosted by the Office of Personnel Management (OPM).  The training was 
designed to improve leadership skills for the aspiring leaders at EDA.  The 
facility and staff were provided by OPM at their Western Management 
Development Center in Aurora, Colorado.

Aurora, CO 1/28/2013 25 $116,486
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Leadership Assessment Level 2

Training for Economic Development Administration (EDA) Senior Leaders 
hosted by the Office of Personnel Management (OPM).  The training was 
designed to improve leadership skills for the leaders at EDA.  The facility 
and staff were provided by OPM at their Western Management 
Development Center in Aurora, Colorado.

Aurora, CO 3/18/2013 21 $121,093

Locally Engaged Staff (LES) 
Southern Africa Regionalization 
Training

This training was part of a three‐year (2011 to 2013) reorganizational 
design initiative in ITA's international operations. The goal of this training 
session was to educate U.S. & Foreign Commercial Service’s international 
LES and Foreign Service Officers (FSOs) on how to implement the new 
Regional Senior Commercial Officer (RSCO) management structure, and 
to foster greater internal collaboration among the individual posts in 
each of the eleven new RSCO districts.  The course curriculum included 
training for 42 LES and FSOs on RSCO reporting structures and 
methodologies, employee performance management, U.S. government 
ethics and regulations, and U.S. client development and customer 
service.

Johannesburg, South 
Africa

3/25/2013 43 $101,463

Commercial Service Officer 
Assessment

The purpose of this event was the administration of the 2013 
Commercial Service Assessment exam.  This exam is of vital importance 
to the mission of the Commercial Service.  It is through this process that 
prospective new Foreign Service Officers are screened and selected.  The 
success or failure of the Commercial Service Assessment as a screening 
and selection device affects the quality of the overall human capital of 
the Commercial Service well into the future.

Washington, DC 4/15/2013 156 $131,182

Managing Our Nations Fisheries

The purpose of this conference was to elevate the discussion of current 
and developing concepts on the sustainability of U.S. marine fishery 
management toward possible future use in improving our practices. This 
inclusive group of fisheries managers, scientists and stakeholders has not 
come together since the last conference in 2005 just before the last 
Magnuson‐Stevens Act reauthorization. The conference examined three 
theme areas: 1) improving fishery management essentials; 2) advanced 
ecosystem‐based decision making; and 3) providing for fishing 
community sustainability.

Washington, DC 5/7/2013 124 $145,726
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New Commercial Officer Training

Mandatory course for incoming Foreign Commercial Officers. Provides 
training on Departments of State (DOS) and Commerce; embassy 
operations; foreign affairs; market intelligence collection and 
dissemination; DOC and DOS computer systems; roles that different 
categories of personnel perform in the conduct of diplomacy.

Washington, DC 5/20/2013 64 $195,547

Public Safety Communications 
Research 2013 Public Safety 
Broadband Stakeholder 
Conference

Continue dialog about public safety broadband efforts with program 
stakeholders, receive input on project status and next steps.  Conference 
attendees benefitted from the decision of the FirstNet Board to locate 
their June Board Meeting at the conference hotel the morning of June 4.

Westminster, CO 6/4/2013 501 $157,270

2013 Joint Statistical Meetings

An annual professional conference of statisticians from academia, 
industry, and government that provides for (1) scholarly/technical  talks 
of collaborative research papers reporting on problems and advances in 
statistical methodology; (2) panel discussions; (3) short courses; (4) 
plenary/special sessions on major statistical topics; (5) statistical 
software updates; and (6) recruitment opportunities

Montreal, Quebec, 
Canada

8/3/2013 94 $263,675

Total Conferences  14 2093 $2,261,632
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