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Program Evaluations, Inspections and Audits of Department of Commerce Programs 
FY 2002 – FY 2008 

 
Strategic Goal 1 

 
Economic Development Administration 

 
Year Reviewer Title 
2007 OIG Aggressive EDA leadership and oversight needed to correct persistent problems in RLF program 
2005 GAO Status of two authorities granted to the Department of Commerce’s Economic Development Administration 
2005 GAO Remediation activities account for a small percentage of total Brownfield grant funding 
2004 GAO Indian Economic Development:  Relationship to EDA grants and self-determination contracting is mixed 
2003 OIG Southside planning district commission – VA – Financial-related audit 
2003 OIG High Plains development authority, Inc., MT– Financial-related audit 

 
International Trade Administration 

 
Year Reviewer Title 

2008 GAO U.S. trade preference programs provide important benefits, but a more integrated approach would better ensure programs 
meet shared goals 

2008 GAO Agencies believe strengthening international agreements to improve collection of antidumping countervailing duties would 
be difficult and ineffective 

2007 GAO U.S. involvement at major international air shows depends on agency’s missions and aerospace companies’ resources 
2007 GAO An analysis of free trade agreements and Congressional and private sector consultations under trade promotion authority 
2007 OIG FY 2007 FISMA Core network general support system – Inspection 

2007 OIG Greater interagency involvement and more effective strategic planning would enhance the National Export Strategy – 
Inspection 

2007 OIG CS Brazil is operating well overall but needs management attention in some areas – Inspection 
2007 OIG Commerce can further assist U.S. exporters by enhancing its trade coordination efforts - Inspection 
2006 OIG Commerce should ensure that travelers to China receive counterintelligence briefings – Evaluation 

2006 OIG Commercial service operations in Argentina and Uruguay are mostly sound but financial processes need attention – 
Inspection 

2006 OIG CS China generally performs well but opportunities exist for Commerce to better coordinate its multiple China operations – 
Inspection 

2005 OIG Better management of overseas security program and security funds is needed – Inspection 

2005 OIG Import Administration has met most statutory deadlines on antidumping reviews, but management attention is needed in 
other areas – Inspection 

2004 OIG Commercial Service India:  Challenges remain for management of large and economically diverse post – Inspection 

2004 OIG Pacific Northwest USEAC network generally operates well, but export success reports need more management scrutiny – 
Inspection 

2004 OIG USEACs are meeting client needs. But management oversight is needed – Inspection 
2004 OIG The Commercial Service needs to improve management of its operations in Turkey – Inspection 

2004 OIG Philadelphia USEAC network provides good services to clients, but oversight and export success reporting needs to be 
improved – Inspection 

2004 OIG Chicago USEAC network is generally operating well, but needs to improve its export success reporting - Inspection 
2003 OIG Generally sound operations at Commercial Service Greece are compromised by key weaknesses – Inspection 
2002 OIG US&FCS Italy’s effectiveness can further be enhanced by focusing on management and program improvements – Inspection 
2002 OIG Trade compliance efforts need improved coordination – Inspection 

 
Minority Business Development Agency 

 
Year Reviewer Title 
2005 OIG Value of MBDA performance measures is undermined by inappropriate combining of program results and unreliable 

performance data from MBOC program – Performance Audit 
2002 OIG City of Los Angeles, CA – Audit of the MBDA award for the LAMBOC – Financial related audits 
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Bureau of Industry and Security 
 

Year Reviewer Title 
2007 OIG U.S. Dual-use export controls for India should continue to be closely monitored - Evaluation 

2007 OIG Annual follow-up report on previous export control recommendations as mandated by the National Defense Authorization 
Act for fiscal year 2000 – Evaluation  

2006 GAO Export Controls:  Improvement in Commerce’s dual-use system needed to ensure protection of U.S. interests 
2006 OIG U.S. dual-use export controls for China need to be strengthened – Evaluation 

2006 -
2001 OIG Annual follow-up report on previous export control recommendations as mandated by the National Defense Authorization 

Act for fiscal year 2000 – Evaluation 

2005 OIG The export licensing process for chemical and biological commodities is generally working well, but some issues need 
resolution – Inspection 

2004 OIG Deemed export controls may not stop the transfer of sensitive technology to foreign nationals in the U.S. – Inspection 
2003 OIG Administrative matters concerning BIS’ export enforcement – Inspection 
2003 OIG Improvements are needed to better enforce dual-use export control Laws 
2002 GAO Export Controls:  Rapid advances in China’s semiconductor industry underscore need for fundamental U.S. policy review 
2002 GAO Export Controls:  Processes for determining proper control of defense-related items need improvement 
2002 OIG BXA needs to strengthen its ECASS modernization efforts to ensure long-term success of the project – Inspection 

 
Bureau of the Census / Bureau of Economic Analysis 

 
Year Reviewer Title 
2008 GAO Census Bureau should take actions to improve the credibility and accuracy of its cost estimate for the Decennial Census 
2008 GAO Bureau needs to specify how it will assess coverage follow-up techniques and when it will produce measurement results 

2008 GAO 2010 Census:  Census Bureau’s decision to continue with handheld computers for address canvassing makes planning and 
testing critical 

2008 GAO 2010 Census:  Plans for Decennial Census operations and technology have progress, but much uncertainty remains 
2008 GAO 2010 Census:  Census at critical juncture for implementing risk reduction strategies 
2008 GAO Information Technology:  Significant problems of critical automation program contribute to risks facing 2010 Census 
2008 OIG 2010 Decennial Census:  Census should further refine its cost estimate for fingerprinting temporary staff 
2008 OIG 2010 Decennial Census:  OIG reviews through the decade identify significant problems in key operations 
2007 GAO Information Technology:  Census Bureau needs to improve its risk management of decennial systems 
2007 GAO 2010 Census:  Population measures are important for federal funding allocations 
2007 GAO 2010 Census:  Diversity in human capital, outreach efforts can benefit the 2010 Census 
2007 GAO 2010 Census:  Preparations for the 2010 Census underway, but continued oversight and risk management are critical 
2007 GAO 2010 Census:  Census is making progress on the local update of census addresses program, but improvements are needed 
2007 GAO 2010 Census:  Census Bureau should refine recruiting and hiring efforts and enhance training of temporary field staff 

2007 GAO 2010 Census:  Design shows progress, but managing technology acquisitions, temporary field staff, and gulf region 
enumeration require attention 

2007 OIG Lax IT security leaves sensitive Census information at risk of compromise – Evaluation 
2007 OIG FY 2007 FISMA assessment of AES Direct major application – Evaluation 
2007 OIG Federal audit clearinghouse reimbursable agreements – Audit 
2007 OIG 2010 Census:  Key challenges to enumerating American Indian reservations unresolved by 2006 census test – Evaluation 
2007 OIG 2010 Census:  Key challenges to enumerating American Indian reservations unresolved by 2006 Census test 
2007 OIG Census has improved accountability for laptops and other personal property – Audit 

2007 OIG Follow-up review of Workers’ Compensation program at the Census Bureau reveals limited efforts to address previous OIG 
recommendations – Evaluation 

2006 GAO 2010 Census:  Redesigned approach holds promise, but Census Bureau needs to annually develop and provide a 
comprehensive project plan to monitor costs 

2006 GAO 2010 Census:  Census Bureau needs to take prompt actions to resolve long-standing and emerging address and mapping 
challenges 

2006 GAO 2010 Census:  Costs and risks must be closely monitored and evaluated with mitigation plans in place 

2006 GAO 2010 Census:  Census Bureau generally follows selected leading acquisition planning practices, but continued management 
attention is needed to help ensure success 

2006 GAO 2010 Census:  Planning and testing activities are making progress 
2006 GAO Important activities for improving management of key 2010 Decennial acquisitions remain to be done 
2006 OIG Enumerating group quarters continues to pose challenges – Inspection 
2006 OIG Valuable learning opportunities were missed in the 2006 test of address canvassing – Evaluation 

2005 GAO Information Technology Management:  Census Bureau has implemented many key practices, but additional actions are 
needed 

2005 GAO 2010 Census:  Basic design has potential, but remaining challenges need prompt resolution 
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Year Reviewer Title 

2005 OIG FDCA program for the 2010 Census is progressing, but key management and acquisition activities need to be completed – 
Inspection 

2005 OIG BEA  - Some improvements are needed in the handling of reimbursable agreements and the sale of products and services – 
Performance Audit 

2005 OIG Management controls over reimbursable agreements at the U.S. Census Bureau need improvement – Performance Audit 
2004 GAO Census Bureau needs to accelerate efforts to develop and implement data quality review standards 
2004 GAO Census 2000:  Design choices contributed to inaccuracy of coverage evaluation estimates 
2004 GAO American Community Survey:  Key unresolved issues 
2004 GAO 2010 Census:  Counting Americans overseas as part of the census would not be feasible 
2004 GAO 2010 Census:  Counting Americans overseas as part of the census would not be cost effective 
2004 GAO 2010 Census:  Overseas enumeration test raises need for clear policy direction 
2004 GAO 2010 Census:  Cost and design issues need to be addressed soon 
2004 OIG The Census Bureau should redefine its national critical systems 

2004 OIG Improving our measure of America:  What the 2004 Census test can teach us in planning for the 2010 Decennial Census – 
Inspection 

2004 OIG Weaknesses in Census Bureau’s certification and accreditation process leave security of critical information systems in 
question – Inspection 

2004 OIG Improvements needed in the reporting of performance measures by the U.S. Census Bureau – Performance Audit 
2004 OIG Results assessment of federal audit clearinghouse database utilizing agreed-upon procedures – Performance Audit 
2003 GAO Decennial Census:  Lessons learned for locating and counting migrant and seasonal farm workers 
2003 GAO 2000 Census:  Coverage measurement programs’ results, costs, and lessons learned 

2003 GAO Decennial Census:  Methods for collecting and reporting data on the homeless and others without conventional housing needs 
refinement 

2003 GAO Decennial Census:  Methods for collecting and reporting Hispanic subgroup data needs refinement 
2003 GAO Major management challenges and risks: Department of Commerce 
2003 OIG Census Bureau’s National processing center needs to improve controls over government bills of lading – Performance Audit 
2003 OIG MAF/TIGER redesign project needs management improvements to meet its Decennial goals and cost objective – Evaluation 
2002 GAO 2000 Census:  Complete cost of coverage evaluation programs are not available 
2002 GAO 2000 Census:  Lessons learned for planning a more cost effective 2010 Census 
2002 GAO The American Community Survey: Accuracy and timeliness issues 
2002 GAO 2000 Census:  Refinements to full count review program could improve future data quality 
2002 GAO Legal authority for American Community Survey 
2002 GAO 2000 Census:  Coverage evaluation matching implemented as planned. But Census Bureau should evaluate lessons learned 
2002 GAO 2000 Census:  Best practices and lessons learned for more cost effective nonresponse follow-up 
2002 OIG Selected aspects of Census 2000 accuracy and coverage evaluation needs improvements before 2010 – Evaluation 
2002 OIG Improving our measure of America:  What Census 2000 can teach us in planning for 2010 – Performance Audit 

 
 

Strategic Goal 2 
 

National Institute of Standards and Technology / National Technical Information Service 
 

Year Reviewer Title 
2008 GAO Federal programs for accrediting laboratories that test voting systems need to be better defined and implemented 
2008 GAO Federal agency efforts to encrypt sensitive information are under way, but work remains 

2007 GAO Federal Research:  Policies guiding the dissemination of scientific research from selected agencies should be clarified and 
better communicated 

2007 OIG Logistics group operations are mostly sound, but management attention is needed in some areas – Inspection 

2005 GAO Information Security:  Weaknesses persist at federal agencies despite progress made in implementing related statutory 
requirements 

2005 GAO Advanced Technology Program:  Inherent factors in selection process are likely to limit identification of similar research 
2005 GAO Information Security:  Improving oversight of access to federal systems and data by contractors can reduce risk 
2005 OIG NIST’s procurement practices have improved, but additional changes remain – Performance audit 
2004 GAO Recent fires highlight weaknesses in federal standards and oversight 
2004 GAO Information Security:  Agencies need to implement consistent processes in authorizing systems for operation 
2004 GAO Information Security:  Continued efforts needed to sustain progress in implementing statutory requirements 
2004 OIG NIST’s management of interagency agreements – Performance audit 
2003 OIG NIST’S patent license agreement process needs improvement – Performance audit 

2003 OIG Award for five-axis machine center under RFQ SB1341-02-Q-550 justified but procurement process needs improvement – 
Performance audit 
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Year Reviewer Title 
2003 OIG KLA-Tencor Corporation, CA – Financial-related audits 
2003 OIG Texas Engineering Extension Service – Financial-related audits 
2003 OIG W. Brandt Goldsworthy & Associates, Inc., CA – Financial-related audits 
2003 OIG Massachusetts MEP – Financial-related audits 
2003 OIG Computer Aided Surgery, Inc., NY – Financial-related audits 
2002 OIG Additional improvements needed to strengthen NIST’s information security program – Evaluation 
2002 OIG Reporting of performance measures needs improvement – Financial statement 
2002 OIG NTIS:  New business model – Audit 

 
United States Patent and Trademark Office 

 
Year Reviewer Title 

2008 OIG The overseas intellectual property rights attaché program is generally working well, but a comprehensive operating plan is 
needed – (Open) 

2008 OIG USPTO has reasonable controls over personal property, but additional improvements are needed – Audit – (Open) 
2007 GAO Hiring efforts are not sufficient to reduce the patent application backlog – (Open) 
2007 OIG FY 2007 FISMA assessment of project performance cooperation general support system – Evaluation – (Open) 
2007 OIG FY 2007 FISMA assessment of the patent search system – primary search and retrieval – Evaluation – (Open) 
2005 GAO USPTO has made progress in hiring examiners, but challenges to retention remain – (Open) 
2005 GAO Intellectual Property:  Key processes for managing patent automation strategy need strengthening 
2005 OIG Information security in contracts need better enforcement and oversight – Evaluation 

2004 OIG USPTO should reassess how examiner goals, performance appraisal plans, and the award system stimulate and reward 
examiner production – Inspection (Open) 

2004 OIG USPTO needs strong office of human resources management capable of addressing current and future challenges – 
Performance Audit – (Open) 

 
National Telecommunications and Information Administration 

 
Year Reviewer Title 
2008 GAO Digital Television Transition:  Broadcasters’ transition status, low-power station issues, and information on consumer 

awareness of the DTV transition 
2008 GAO Gift cards for respondents to the converter box coupon program survey 
2007 GAO Digital Television Transition:  Increased federal planning and risk management could further facilitate the DTV transition 
2007 GAO Digital Television Transition:  Questions on the DTV converter box subsidy program and a DTV interagency task force 
2007 GAO Digital Television Transition:  Preliminary information on the progress of the DTV transition 
2007 GAO Digital Television Transition:  Preliminary information on initial consumer education efforts 
2007 GAO Public safety interoperable communications grant program 
2007 GAO Rules to implement and administer a coupon program for digital to analog converter boxes 
2006 GAO Options for and barriers to spectrum reform 
2004 GAO Interdepartment Radio Advisory Committee:  IRAC representatives effectively coordinate federal spectrum but lack seniority 

to advise on contentious policy issues 
2004 GAO Spectrum Management:  Better knowledge needed to take advantage of technologies that may improve spectrum efficiency 
2002 GAO Better coordination and enhanced accountability needed to improve spectrum management 
2002 GAO History and current issues related to radio spectrum management 
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Strategic Goal 3 
 

National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration 
 

Year Reviewer Title 
Ongoing GAO Status of Endangered Species Act recommendations 

2008 GAO Polar-orbiting satellite acquisition faces delays:  Decisions needed on whether and how to ensure climate data continuity 

2008 GAO Offshore Marine Aquaculture:  Multiple administrative and environmental issues need to be addressed in establishing a U.S. 
regulatory framework 

2008 GAO Aviation Weather:  Services at key aviation facilities lack performance measures, but improvement efforts are under way 
2008 GAO Coastal Zone Management:  Measuring program’s effectiveness continues to be a challenge 
2008 OIG The National Data Buoy Center should improve data availability and contracting practices – Inspection 
2008 OIG Real property portfolio:  Opportunities to strengthen management accountability – Audit 
2008 OIG National Marine Sanctuary Program protects certain resources, but further action could increase protection – Inspection 
2008 OIG FISMA Assessment of National Weather Service Telecommunications Gateway 
2008 OIG NOAA’s Management of the Joint Enforcement Agreement Program needs to be strengthened 
2008 OIG FISMA Assessment of satellite environmental processing system 
2008 OIG FISMA Assessment of NMFS science and technology system 
2007 GAO Polar-Orbiting Operational; Environmental Satellite: Restructuring is underway, but technical challenges and risks remain 
2007 GAO Geostationary Operational Environmental Satellites:  Further actions needed to effectively manage risks 
2007 GAO Weather Forecasting – National Weather Service’s operations prototype needs more rigorous planning 

2007 GAO Climate Change Research:  Agencies have data-sharing policies, but could do more to enhance that availability of data from 
federally funded research 

2007 GAO Climate Change:  Agencies should develop guidance for addressing the effects on federal land and water resources 
2007 GAO Environmental satellite acquisitions:  progress and challenges 

2007 GAO Federal Research:  Policies guiding the dissemination of scientific research from selected agencies should be clarified and 
better communicated 

2007 GAO Improved economic Analysis and evaluation strategies needed for proposed changes to Atlantic Large Whale protection plan 
2007 GAO NMFS take reduction team efforts to protect marine mammals (entrance conference – 8/2007) 
2007 OIG Review of Fisheries Finance Loan Program (entrance conference – 4/2007) 
2007 OIG Successful oversight of GOES-R requires adherence to accepted satellite acquisition practices – Evaluation 
2007 OIG FY 2007 FISMA assessment of network operations center – Evaluation 
2007 OIG Rogers, Minnesota:  Complex weather conditions, radar limitations delayed NWS warning of deadly tornado – Audit 

2006 GAO Geostationary Operational Environmental Satellites:  Additional action needed to incorporate lessons learned from other 
satellite programs 

2006 GAO U.S. Tsunami Preparedness:  Federal and state partners collaborate to help communities reduce potential impacts, but 
significant challenges remain 

2006 GAO Polar-Orbiting Operational Environmental Satellites:  Cost increases trigger review and place program’s direction on hold 
2006 GAO NWS is planning to improve service and gain efficiency, but impacts of potential changes are not yet known 
2006 OIG Poor management oversight and ineffective incentives leave NPOESS program well over budget and behind schedule 
2006 OIG Opportunities to further enhance controls over user fees - Audit 

2006 OIG Progress being made in certification and accreditation process, but authorizing officials still lack adequate decision-making 
information – Evaluation 

2006 OIG Additional steps are necessary to provide better oversight of contractor information – Evaluation 
2006 OIG SARSAT’s E-Authentication  controls do not provide adequate assurance of users’ identities – Evaluation 

2006 OIG Poor management oversight and ineffective incentives leave NPOESS program well over budget and behind schedule – 
Performance audit 

2005 GAO Polar-Orbiting Operational Environmental Satellites:  Technical problems, cost increases, and schedule delays trigger need for 
difficult trade-off decisions 

2005 OIG Follow-up audit to inspection report OSE-15676 “Acquisition of NEXRAD transition power source MARRED by management, 
technical and contractual Problems” – Performance audit 

2005 OIG The Northeast River Forecast Center is well managed, but some improvements are needed – Inspection 

2005 OIG Northwest Indian Fisheries Commission Olympia, Washington NOAA Grant No. NAFP0195 Audit of the subgrant with the 
Nisqually Indian Tribe Olympia, WA – Performance audit 

2005 OIG The NMFS review process for the California central valley and state water projects’ biological opinion deviated from the 
region’s normal practice 

2005 OIG Opportunities to strengthen internal controls over improper payments – Performance audit 
2005 OIG Satellite memorandums of agreement should be improved by using new guidance – Performance audit 

2005 OIG Inadequate support undercuts value of Booz Allen study and its recommended changes to NOAA’s finance and 
administrative services – Performance audit 

2004 GAO Polar-Orbiting Operational Environmental Satellites:  Information on program cost and schedule changes 
2004 GAO Budget Issues:  Agency implementation of capital planning principles is mixed 
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Year Reviewer Title 

2004 OIG Improvements needed for reporting for NOAA Goals – Build sustainable fisheries, recover protected species, and predict and 
assess decadal to Centennial Climate Change – Performance audit 

2004 OIG NMFA Northwest Fisheries Science Center, Seattle WA, needs to use appropriate funding instruments to acquire support 
services for the NW Fisheries Science Center – Performance audit 

2004 OIG Complaints surround the recent selection of the assistant administrator for Weather Services – Inspection 
2004 OIG NMFS observer programs should improve data quality, performance monitoring, and outreach efforts – Inspection 
2004 OIG NOAA Corps has improperly handled confirmation of officer appointments and promotions – Inspection 

2003 OIG Purchase card program at the Environmental Technology Laboratory needs heightened and strengthened internal controls – 
Performance audit 

2003 OIG Recent gear protocols should improve NMFS Groundfish bottom-trawl survey but more should be done – Performance audit 

2003 OIG Improvements are needed in the reporting of performance measures related to goals for advancing short-term warnings and 
implementing seasonal to interannual climate forecasts – Performance audit 

2003 OIG Additional management attention needed to ensure implementation of effective security controls to protect NESDIS’ research 
data system – Evaluation 

2003 OIG Stronger security controls needed to protect NESDIS’ headquarters local area network – Evaluation 
2003 OIG Acquisition of NEXRAD transition power source marred by management, technical and contractual problems – Evaluation 

2003 OIG Environmental Technology Laboratory needs to improve internal controls for account and funds management – Performance 
audit 

2003 OIG Process for reducing the critical hydrographic survey backlog lacks key management controls – Performance audit 
2003 OIG NOAA’s “Corporate Cost” process needs improvement – Performance audit 
2003 OIG NMFS should take a number of actions to strengthen fisheries enforcement – Evaluation 
2003 OIG Travel card program at National Weather Service headquarters needs additional management controls – Performance audit 

2003 OIG Improvements needed in the reporting of performance measures related to promoting safe navigation and sustaining healthy 
costs – Financial statement 

2002 GAO Polar-Orbiting Operational Environmental Satellites:  Status, plans, and future data management challenges 

2002 OIG NWS forecast offices generally perform well, but regional oversight and management at some offices need to be improved – 
Inspection 

2002 OIG Pacifica States Marine Fisheries Commission, OR – Financial-related audits 
2002 OIG Internal controls for travel cards at OAR’s Environmental Technology Lab can be strengthened – Performance audit 
2002 OIG Program for acquiring fisheries research vessels needs stronger management controls – Performance audit 

2002 OIG Northwest Fisheries Science Center needs improved research management processes to better implement its salmon research 
plan – Performance audit 

2002 OIG Chanhanssen weather forecast office generally provides effective weather forecasts, but office management and regional 
oversight need improvement – Inspection 
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Management Integration Goal 
 

Departmental Management (Office of the Secretary) 
 

Year Reviewer Title 
2008 OIG The Office of Acquisition Management has not implemented new contracting policies in a timely manner 
2008 OIG Review of Fiscal Year 2006 earmarks 
2007 OIG Successful oversight of GOES-R requires adherence to accepted satellite acquisition practices – Evaluation 
2007 OIG Internal controls over premium-class travel need to be strengthened – Audit 
2006 OIG Survey of Hurricane Katrina and Hurricane Rita contracts and grants – Audit 
2006 OIG Management of Commerce’s Federal Workers’ Compensation program needs significant improvements – Evaluation 

2006 OIG Department of Commerce has made significant progress but additional opportunities exist to improve reporting and utility of 
performance results – Audit – Evaluation 

2005 OIG Commerce’s emergency preparedness efforts are improving, but additional management guidance and oversight are needed – 
Inspection 

2004, 
2003, 
2002 

OIG Independent evaluation of the Department of Commerce’s Information Security program under the Federal Information 
Security Act for FY 2004 – Evaluation 

2004 OIG Management attention is needed to assure adequate computer incident response capability – Inspection 
2004 OIG Information security in Information Technology service contracts is improving, but additional efforts are needed – Inspection 

2003 OIG Office of the Secretary’s oversight of its purchase card program needs heightened monitoring and enforcement – Performance 
Audits 

2002 OIG String management controls will improve planning and control of CAMS – Evaluation 
2002 OIG The Office of Administration Services needs stronger internal controls and management oversight – Inspection 
2002 OIG Information security requirements need to be included in the Department’s information technology service contracts – 

Evaluation 
2001 OIG Program for designating positions according to their risk and sensitivity needs to be updated and strengthened – Evaluation 
2001 OIG Improvements made in CAMS contract management but additional actions are needed – Evaluation 
2001 OIG Executive Summary – Independent evaluation of the Department’s information security program under the Government 

Information and Security Reform Act – Evaluation 
2001 OIG Departmental fund management practices need improvement – Financial Statement 
2001 OIG Implementation of Commerce’s trade mission policy has strengthened the management of the missions but additional actions 

needed – Inspection 
2001 OIG Use of Internet “Cookies” and “Web Bugs” on Commerce web sites raises privacy and security concerns – Evaluation 
2001 OIG Additional focus needed on Information Technology security policy and oversight – Evaluation 
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OMB PART Reviews of Commerce Programs 
 

Year Bureau Program Grade Score 
2008 NOAA Tsunami Monitoring, Forecasting and Warning Program Effective 93 
2008 USPTO Patents Moderately Effective 73 
2008 ITA U.S. and Foreign Commercial Service Adequate 68 
2008 USPTO Intellectual Property Protection Activities Adequate 67 
2007 CENSUS Decennial Census Moderately Effective 83 
2007 NOAA Hydrology Moderately Effective 74 
2007 ITA Market Access and Compliance Moderately Effective 74 
2007 NOAA National Marine Fisheries Serviuce Moderately Effective 72 
2007 MBDA Minority Business Development Agency (all) Adequate 60 
2007 ITA Import Administration Adequate 52 
2006 NOAA Navigation Services Moderately Effective 84 
2006 NOAA Pacific Coastal Salmon Recovery Fund Moderately Effective 77 
2006 NOAA Marine and Aviation Operations Moderately Effective 71 
2006 ITA Manufacturing and Services Adequate 67 
2005 CENSUS Current Economic Statistics and Census of Governments Moderately Effective 83 
2005 NOAA Weather and Related Programs Moderately Effective 76 
2005 BIS Bureau of Industry and Security (all) Moderately Effective 72 
2005 NOAA Ecosystem Research Adequate 63 
2005 NTIA National Telecommunications and Information Administration (all) Adequate 62 
2004 CENSUS Economic Census Effective 90 
2004 CENSUS Current Demographic Statistics Effective 87 
2004 NOAA Climate Program Moderately Effective 78 
2004 EDA Economic Development Administration (all) Moderately Effective 77 
2004 NOAA Protected Areas Adequate 68 
2003 ESA Bureau of Economic Analysis Effective 92 
2003 CENSUS Survey Sample Redesign Effective 86 
2003 NIST Laboratories Effective 85 
2003 CENSUS Intercensal Demographic Estimates Moderately Effective 82 
2003 USPTO Trademarks Moderately Effective 72 
2003 NOAA Coastal Zone Management Act Programs Results Not Demonstrated 46 
2003 NIST Commerce Small Business Innovation Research Program Results Not Demonstrated 27 
2002 NIST Manufacturing Extension Partnership Moderately Effective 75 
2002 NIST Advanced Technology Program Adequate 66 

 
Ranking All Federal 

programs % of Total Commerce 
programs % of Total 

Effective 193 19% 6 18% 
Moderately Effective 326 32% 16 48% 
Adequate 298 29% 9 27% 
Results Not Demonstrated 173 17% 2 6% 
Ineffective 26 3% 0 0% 
     
Total 1,016  33  

 
 
 

 


